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twentieth year’ (Nehemiah 2:1); and ‘it came to pass in the 
month Kislev, in the twentieth year’ (Nehemiah 1:1); ‘in the 
tenth month, which is the month Tebet’ (Esther 2:16).” 


[H] R. Simeon ben Lagish said, “Also the names of the angels 
came up with them from Babylonia: originally ‘then flew 
unto me one of the seraphim’ (Isaiah 6:6); ‘above Him 
stood the seraphim’ (Isaiah 6:2). Subsequently ‘the man 
Gabriel’ (Daniel 9:21); ‘except Michael your 
prince’ (Daniel 10:21). 


Concerning Sabbatical years, whence? 


At the end of every seven years you shall make a release (Deut. 15:1). 
Just as years in general [are counted] from Tishré, so Sabbatical years 
[are counted] from Tishré. 


Concerning Jubilee years, whence? 


And you shall count seven Sabbaths of years, seven times seven years 
(Lev. 25:8). Just as years and Sabbaticals [are counted] from Tishré, so 
Jubilees [are counted] from Tishré. 


They raised an objection: “But is it not written, ‘then shall you make 
proclamation with the blast of the horn [on the tenth day of the seventh 
month] (Lev. 25:9)?” 


R. Jonah and R. Yosé, both of them [said] in the name of R. Samuel 
bar Rab Isaac, “It is so that all months of the year will be equal, in that 
no single month may be divided between two years.” 


They raised an objection: But behold we learn [in the Mishnah]: On 
the first of Shebat is the New Year for trees, according to the 
school of Shammai; the school of Hillel say on the fifteenth. Behold 
the months of the year are not equal, and a single month is [in fact 
divided between two years!” 


How for young trees? 


It is taught: the one who plants. and the one who sinks a vine, and the 
one who grafts [at least] thirty days before the New Year, it is 
accounted to him is a full year and he is permitted to keep it in the 
Sabbatical year. If he did so less than thirty days before the New Year, 
it is not accounted to him as d full year, and he is forbidden to keep 
them in the Sabbatical year. 


[C] But they said: fruits of this young tree are forbidden until the 
fifteenth of Shebat. 


